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Indians to own land. The Supreme Court decision practically leaves
them free, so long as they can get a European friend to become a trustee,
to own fixed property. I draw your attention to the fact so that, in
any legislation that may be drafted there, it may not be taken for granted
that, under Law 3 of 1885, it is impossible for the Indians to own property.

From what has been going on here, it appears that the new legislation
to replace Law 3 of 1885 will be as much as possible on the lines of Law
3 of 1885, that is to say, it is not the intention of the Government here
to give any greater rights than [those] enjoyed under Law 3 of 1885.
Just as, therefore, Mr. Lyttelton has taken up the stand, saying that he
would not, in view of the Supreme Court decision, consent to restrict the
trading rights of the Indians, so also should he now refuse to sanction
any legislation which would restrict an Indian's rights to own landed
property.

The anti-Indian legislation that is at present being considered by
the Natal Parliament is dangerously symptomatic. Almost every Gazette
contains something about it. Indians are to be brought under the Native
Department regarding the holding of fire-arms.

Their occupation of rural land, unless they are owners, is not to be
accepted as such for the purpose of levying a land tax.

The Durban Town Council is asking for powers to impose licences
on store-holders and bring them within the Dealers' Licenses Act.

The Municipal Corporations Consolidated Law is intended to deprive
the Indian of the municipal franchise.

The latest Bills published in the Natal Government Gazette are intended
to bring within the Dealers' Licenses Act Native Eating House-keepers,
and to restrict the scope of Hawkers5 Licenses to the magisterial divisions
within which they have been issued (hitherto a licence to hawk outside
municipal boundaries entitled the holder to hawk throughout the Colony
excepting the municipal areas).

All this legislation is unnecessary and insulting. I, therefore, venture
to think that, as stated by Lord Curzon in his Budget speech, it is time
that the next step was taken, namely, to suspend indentured Indian immig-
ration to Natal, unless the Natal Government would cease their anti-
Indian activity and amend, at any rate, the Dealers' Licenses Act so as
to give the aggrieved party the right to appeal to the Supreme Court.
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It is true that patriotic fervour surges in everyone's breast during times
of war. This fervour is very beneficial. Many a patriot has, under
the stimulus of zeal, performed, with only a small army, feats that have
astounded the world. While, on the one hand, some people abound
with such enthusiasm, hundreds, thousands, nay, lakhs, of lives have, on